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ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY

Dr. MGR Educational and Research Institute has been established in the honour 

and memory of our beloved leader Makkal Thilakam Hon'ble Late 

Dr. M.G.Ramachandran, whose outstanding and invaluable services to the people 

of Tamilnadu continue to be fresh, esteemed and cherished. Dr.MGR Educational 

and Research Institute, has been founded by our beloved Chairman Hon'ble 

A. C. Shanmugam, with the vision of creating a holistic environment of academic 

excellence through the process of knowledge creation, knowledge delivery and 

knowledge application. The mission of Dr. MGR University is to render outstanding 

educational services that are harmonious with institutional, industrial and social 

needs and requirements.

THE FACULTY OF LAW 

The Faculty of Law is a team of over 35 legal professionals, with a broad span of academic and legal 

exposure, expertise and experience. The Faculty of Law is privileged to have on its team distinguished, 

motivated professionals who have rendered esteemed services in various capacities and diverse elds

- Academic teaching, Presenting papers in national and international conferences, Publication of papers 

in academic and legal journals, Publication of books, Research guides, Organizing workshops, seminars 

and conferences, rendering service as resource persons in legal events, legal services and consultancy, 

services to international law rms and social services.

The Faculty of Law, Dr. M.G.R. Educational and Research Institute, offers the following graduate 

and honour legal education courses:

LL.B (Hons.) - 3 years

B.B.A. LL.B (Hons.) - 5 years

B.A. LL.B (Hons.) - 5 years

B.Com. LL.B (Hons.) - 5 years

THE THEME OF THE CONFERENCE

Constitutions are said to be a product of their times. Historical antecedents and ground realities have had 

a direct bearing on the framing of constitutions, the world over. One of the objectives of this e-conference 

is to explore both India's history and the circumstances in which its Constitution was written and the 

impact they have had on the Constitution. Also, this conference has a special focus on the specic 

provisions made in Indian Constitution, in the context of addressing India's diversity and heterogeneity.

Social, economical, political and national circumstances keep changing over time. As new circumstances 

manifest themselves, Constitutions too, as living documents, need to pragmatically adapt to changing 

circumstances. One of the objectives of this e-conference is to investigate the change of circumstances that 

have necessitated constitutional amendments. The Indian constitution has room for accommodating 

amendments. However, the scope of making amendments to the Constitution has been contested over the 

years. Another objective of this e-conference is to examine the role and scope for making amendments to 

the Constitution.

The Indian Constitution, largely based on the Westminster model, lacks newer models of governance and 

democratic devices found in some leading democracies across the world. This e-conference seeks to explore 

democratic models and devices that can be applied in the context of the formal institutions of the state and 

in governance in India.

The themes for this e-conference can be broadly classied into the "past", "present" and "future" categories, 

with reference to the Constitution of India. The themes dealing with the "past" have their focus on the historical, 

social, cultural and political circumstances that have had a direct bearing on the framing of the Constitution, its 

principles, policies and provisions. Also, the e-conference seeks to explore features that the Indian Constitution 

shares with other constitutions, and provisions that are unique to the Indian Constitution.



The "present" category of themes has its focus on circumstances that have put a 

strain on the Constitution and have necessitated making constitutional amendments. 

Coalition politics, the rise of regional parties, Center-State relationships with a 

specic reference to the balance of power, are some of the other key areas of 

exploration and study in this category. Also, this category has a special focus on 

the role and scope of Constitutional amendments and the landmark judgements 

made in this context. The objective in this context is to identify the concerns and 

constraints in the scope and operation of the constitution, owing to changes in 

circumstances.

In addition to the sub-themes suggested above, issues and topics related to the above objectives and themes may 

also be used in writing papers.

The "future" category of themes has its focus on proposals for new amendments, 

changes and reforms to the Indian Constitution. Some of the key areas in this category 

are new institutional and governance model and direct popular checks such as 

referendum, initiative and recall. While these models and devices have proven to be of 

utility in some leading democracies across the world, this e-conference seeks to explore 

their specic applicability in the Indian context.
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SUB-THEMES

Past:

     ●   India's historical, geographical and social bearing on the Constitution

     ●   Communal and political polarization in pre-independent India and its bearing on the  Constitution

     ●   From the East India Company to the British Raj - India's path towards self-governance

     ●   The Framing of India's Constitution - Democratic debates, discussions and deliberations

     ●   Indian Constitution - Key principles, policies and provisions

     ●   Comparative study of Constitutions with a specic reference to the Indian Constitution

Present:

     ●   Center-State relationships with reference to the balance of power

     ●   Voting patterns, coalition politics and Constitutional crises in India

     ●   Constitutional amendments and landmark cases

     ●   The independence of the judiciary in the Indian context

     ●   Powers of the government and rights of the individual in a pandemic 

Future:

     ●   Direct popular checks - Referendum, initiative and recall and their applicability in the  Indian context

     ●   The Indian Constitution - Proposals for amendment, change and reform

     ●   New institutional models of governance for India

     ●   Proposals for new provisions in the Indian Constitution
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